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Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, today | have
the great pleasure of recognizing the remark-
able achievements of Reverend Doctor Nelson
“Fuzzy” Thompson. Rev. Thompson is a min-
ister, community activist, humanitarian, and
resident of the Fifth District of Missouri, which
| proudly represent.

Rev. Thompson graduated from Lincoln Uni-
versity in Jefferson City, Missouri, with a
Bachelor of Science in Education, and re-
ceived a Master of Divinity and Doctorate of
Ministry at St. Paul School of Theology.

“Fuzzy,” as he is affectionately known, has
represented the Fifth District of Missouri in an
exemplary manner locally and nationally. In
service to our community, Fuzzy was an origi-
nal Board Member of Black Adoption Program
and a member of the Executive Committee of
the Kansas Children’s Service League, show-
ing a commitment to our community’s youth.
During my term as Mayor, he also served as
member and chair of the Human Rights Com-
mission. “Fuzzy” now serves as President of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
of Greater Kansas City.

Politically, Rev. Thompson served as a Re-
gional Coordinator for Rev. Jesse Jackson’s
Presidential Campaign in 1984 and Missouri
State Coordinator for Rev. Jackson’s 1988
presidential campaign. Furthermore, he was a
delegate to the Democratic National Conven-
tion from 1984-2000.

Reverend Thompson has also represented
our nation on an international platform. At the
request of Bishop Desmond Tutu, President
Nelson Mandela, and the South African Coun-
cil of Churches, he was one of 22 U.S. min-
isters that traveled to South Africa on a fact-
finding educational exchange. Reverend
Thompson traveled to South Africa a second
time as an official observer for the first elec-
tion held in South Africa granting the right to
vote to all races. He called the experience
humbling, as he watched people line up for
blocks in order to exercise their right to vote
for the first time. He was also one of three
U.S. ministers to conduct Easter services for
hostages being held in Tehran, Iran.

As well as a strong advocate for human
rights around the globe, he is just as strong an
advocate for civil rights and economic rights
within our community. When South Africa was
a nation which practiced apartheid, Dr.
Thompson helped organize a protest against a
Frank Sinatra concert. The purpose was to
draw attention to American celebrities who
performed in racially exclusive venues. He has
organized pickets in opposition to monies from
the local school district awarded to contractors
who had failed to include minority contractors.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
our appreciation to Reverend Dr. Nelson
“Fuzzy” Thompson for serving the State of
Missouri and our nation. He is a true role
model to the citizens of our country and his
successes serve as a stepping stone for many
others eager to serve. | offer this small token
of appreciation to an exceptional civil servant
for all of the work he has done, taking strength
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from the many lives he has touched through-
out our community.

REMEMBERING FORMER CON-
GRESSMAN  WILLIAM  RATCH-
FORD

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 7, 2011

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Congressman Wil-
liam Ratchford who passed away on Sunday
at the age of 76. He served in this body for
three terms from 1979 to 1985 representing
Connecticut’s fifth congressional district. Bill
was born in Danbury, Connecticut in 1934 and
led a remarkable life that was most notable for
putting public service first. His father was a
hat-factory worker and Bill went on to grad-
uate from the University of Connecticut and
then to Georgetown University Law School.
After graduating from law school, he became
a lawyer in Danbury and served in the Con-
necticut National Guard. He was first elected
to office in 1962 as a representative in the
Connecticut General Assembly where he
served for six terms and rose to the position
of Speaker of the House during his last four
years. While in the State House, he became
involved in the issue of aging, which came to
define his legacy. He made a tremendous
contribution to the state as chairman of the
Governors’ Blue Ribbon Committee on Nurs-
ing Homes, and in 1977 he was tapped by
Governor Ella Grasso to become the state
commissioner on aging.

In 1979, Bill won a seat in the U.S. House
of Representatives in the Fifth Congressional
District in Northwestern Connecticut. During
his three terms in Congress, he served on the
committees on appropriations, transportation,
education and labor, and interior. Bill contin-
ued to have an active career after leaving
Congress, remaining involved in government
and teaching at Georgetown University. He
was appointed by President Clinton to be as-
sistant administrator at the General Services
Administration where he served until 2001.

Bill Ratchford was an honest public servant
who cared deeply about making the world
around him a better place and advocating for
the issues that he passionately cared about.
He will always be remembered for his focus
on senior citizens and children and will be
missed by all who knew him. | offer my deep
condolences to his wife Barbara of 53 years,
his three sons, and to his family and friends.

————————

CONGRATULATING JEAN HARPER
ON HER 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 7, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Jean Harper on the occa-
sion of her 90th birthday. Jean was born on
January 14, 1921 to David and Alda Sims Hart
in Avondale, North Carolina. At a young age,
Jean relocated to her home of Washington,
District of Columbia.
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For thirty-two years, Jean served as a dili-
gent employee at Freedman’s Hospital as a
Dietitian. While working at Freedman’s Hos-
pital, Jean met the love of her life, James
“Jimmy” Harper. The couple soon married and
had one daughter, Barbara Jean. In 1954,
Jean and Jimmy moved to Taylor Street
where she currently resides. Jean is a proud
member of Trinity A.M.E. Zion Church where
she serves as a missionary and works actively
in the Pastor’s Aide Club.

In addition to working enthusiastically in her
church, Jean devotes the majority of her time
to her family. Invariably, she can be found with
her daughter, her grandchildren, and her great
grandson. Jean enjoys traveling, shopping,
cooking, and socializing with friends and ex-
tended family.

For her commitment to her family, to her
community, and to her Nation, it is my privi-
lege to wish Jean Harper a very happy 90th
birthday.

——————

IN TRIBUTE TO QUEENSVIEW ON
THE OCCASION OF ITS 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 7, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Queensview, a cooperative apart-
ment complex in the borough of Queens in the
district that | represent. Queensview cele-
brated its 60th anniversary last month.

Initially organized as the Joint Queensview
Housing Enterprises Inc., under the Redevel-
opment Companies Law of New York State,
Queensview was created as a model of mid-
dle class housing. The co-op’s founders were
a group of public-spirited New Yorkers, includ-
ing Louis H. Pink, who was then president of
the New York State Housing Board and State
Superintendent of Insurance, and Gerard
Swope, former president of General Electric
and former chairman of the New York City
Housing Authority.

Queensview’s first Board of Directors in-
cluded Mr. Pink (who was President of
Queensview), Mr. Swope (Chairman of the
board of Queensview), and such prominent
citizens as Henry Morgenthau, Jr., former U.S.
Secretary of the Treasury; David Sarnoff,
chairman of the board of RCA; Mary K.
Simkhovitch, director emeritus of Greenwich
House; Thomas J. Watson, vice-president of
IBM; Howard S. Cullman, chairman of the
New York Port Authority; Bernard Gimble,
president of Gimble Brothers; Howard C.
Shepard, president of National City Bank (now
Citibank); the Very Reverend E. Roberts
Moore, formerly of the New York City Housing
Authority; Mrs. Yorke Allen of the Citizens
Housing and Planning Council; Albert Lasker
of the Lasker Foundation; Beardsley Ruml,
chairman of the Board of Macy’s; and G.
Howland Shaw, president of the Welfare
Council of New York.

The complex, which opened its doors on
November 14, 1950, is comprised of 14 build-
ings, with 52 apartments per building (726
apartments in all). Each building has 4 apart-
ments per floor, meaning that every tenant
can enjoy a corner apartment, with views in
two directions. The buildings are situated on 9
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